‘DONT RUSH CHA

\GES' WARNS SPFAKFR

AT THORNBURY GRAMMAR SCHOOL'S
SPEECH DAY AND PRIZEGIVING

PEAKING of the far-reaching changes that are taking place in English education today,
Dr. J. Mackay, Headmaster of Bristol Grammar School. the Guest of Honour at Thomn-
bury Grammar School Speech Day on Friday, said ‘I hope very deeply we shall not rush
to abandon or dismantle the institutions which have served this country well over a long
period. Good schools are far too few for any to be lost.’

Canon R. G. Rawstorne, Chair-
man of the Governors, congratu-
iated the pupils, headmaster and
staft on the academic achieve-
ments of the school. Last Oct-
ober eighteen pupils from
Thornbury went to a University,
the greatest number in any one
year in the history of the school,
I'hat was a great achievement of
which everyone had reason to
be proud. Eleven pupils went to
Colleges of Further Education
g0 it was evident that Thorn-
bury Grammar School was wall-
maintaining its fine tradition of
acatemic work

Mr. In. P. Rendall, headmaster,
reported that academically,
examination results were a little
down on last year, but not
greatly so. At ‘A’ level, 53 ecan-
didates took 15 different sub-
jects and obtained an overall
794% level of success. At 'Or
level, 140 pupils sat in 18 dif-
ferent subjects in July and the
percentage of passes was 73.1.

One of the most satisfactory
aspects of the leavers list was
the very large number going on
to further education. Forty-five
out of the 54 in last year's
second year Slxth were still con-
tinuing their education at a
great variety of educational es-
tablishments, and of the others,

three went into banks, one into -

insurance, one accountancy, bwo
inta laboratories and two Into
industrial apprenticeships. It was
good, too, that an increasing
number of our Upper Fifth form
leavers were going on o Filton
Technical College, with whom
the school continued to enjoy
excellent relations.

The headmaster then said: ‘I
am glad to repori thal we are
moving with the times and mak-
ing wvery real changes in our
approach in a number of ‘sub-
jects. In particular, we are. mak-
ing preparations in the hope of
Egrucipatm in the Nuffield
Science project, whose general
emphasis is on pupils doing and
finding out things for themselves
rather than merely reading
about things and being shown
them members  of

stafl.

&

Evidence suggests more and
more that the learning process
is not simply an open ear, a re-
ceplive mind and a retentive
memory. Il is rather something
active, which has as its base that

‘the pupil remembers what he

does, not what the member of
staffl does. Quite obviously, a
sclence course which lets pupils
find out for themselves, makes
severe demands on time and on
laboratory space and involves a
good deal of expenditure on new
equipment, whether it be pro-
jectors and film loops and other
teaching aids, or apparatus
which allows every pupil to do
the experiment, and in this res-
pect, am glad to report that
the initial reaction of the Edu-
cation Committee to our requests
has been sympathetic. Our need
for an additional Chemistry
laboratory of which I have
spoken before, however, now be-
COMEs even more pressing.

_ “The modern Mathematics pro-
ject which we have already in-
troduced In the first year has
the same basis as Nuffield
Science. This course, which is
very relevant in this computor
age, again emphasises the active,
the creative, very effectively,
without sacrificing other Mathe-
matical skills which we should
and must continue to value,

‘In Languages, we are in the
Lower School emphasising the
audio-visual and oral technigques
and in this respect our new.
language laboratory is playing
a major part in  helping the
pupils concentrafe in their early
years on direct understanding of
m lﬂﬂﬁuﬂEE with emphasis on
fluency. Later on, of course and
notably in the 6th form, litera-
ture has its importance.

Next vear, wé hope to equip
a classroom as a drama room,
which will give scope for more
informal lessons than are pos-

sihle in a’ cluttered with
thirty or more desks.
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Speaking of ‘the far-reaching
changes that were taking place
in English education, Dr. Mackay
said ‘I hope very deeply we
shall not rush to abandon or dis-
mantle the institutions which
have served this country well
over a long period. Good schools
]arel.far too few for any to be
T

He said that perhaps the
greatest danger they had to con-
tend with in the third guarter
of the Twentieth Centlury was
the social engineer who thought
he could deal with people and
human problems in the same
terms as one dealt with the
problems of a machine.

They all knew that a school
was not just a building full of
people. Good schools were not
made as quickly and as easily
as that. Every Fuml school was
a living memortal to the labour
and care and affection of genera-
tions of Seuﬁle who had worked
in it and they couldn't be re-
placed overnight.

He hoped they were not going
to fall for the idea that be-
cause one believed people to
be different, this was the same
thing as Am:.-'m%I that some people
were better than others. There
was a dangerous idea about that

Fe_-n le evould only be treated
airly If they were all irealed
the same. Every schoolmaster

and every parent knew how pro-
foundly untrue this was,

‘All are equal before God bul
within that they share an in-
finite diversity of talent, endow-
ment, ability and character’, said
Dr. Mackay.

He hoped that the develop-
ment . of great and exciting
change in English education
would allow, whatever system
emerged, for an  increasing
recognition of the right of the
parent to be interested in and
concerned about his children's
education. Hitherto only a small
minority of English parents had
been able to exercise an effec-
tive choice about the course of

‘their children’s education.

Turning to_address hiz remarks.
dhettiy {0 the boys an




markable a world
wh!eh hieid w‘lthln 1{5, ﬁrhap the
possibility of unity, the ‘possi-
bility of material plenty, the
possibility that within their life-
fime every man and woman
might be free from present want
which was not the case at the
moment, the possibility of in-
creasing leisure and the neces-
t.iti' for sheer, repetitwe labour

ueed bevond the dreams
anyone could have cherished
ten to fifteen years ago. They
would be ‘fulnﬁ out into a world
which ha nowledge of the
uiniverse beside which previous
knowledge paled into insignifi-
cance but it was a world which
had less degirable characteris-
Lics,

He went on o refer to adver-
tisements iryving (o persuade
them that the faster they drove,
the hetter man you were or that
vour guality as a woman de-
pended on what you wore or
the make-up vou used and that
ne sin was so unforgivable as
not being "With it". are was,
too, the suggestion that what
matters was not what you were
but what you had; the sugges-
tion that the best and cleverest
man or woman was the one who
strove to put in the least to the
common pool and took out the
most, that the wise boy or girl
snatched at the moment's enjoy-
ment regardless of what there
might be to come afterwards.
Perhaps worst of all was the
endless, unspoken  suggestion
that nothing mattered very
much — ‘I couldn't care less’.

This was a polsonous illusion. It

i
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coptad, turned a:ll human sa.tIS-
fuction to dust and ashes, an
illusion which if widely followed
would reduce human sociely to
nothing more than *a kind of
animal organism. Bul a more
important reason for rejecting
it was that it was untrue.

He urged his listeners to dis-
cover what they really wanted
to do and the prezent was hy'
no means too early to start
Having discovered what they
wanted to do, they should hmr&
the power to lose themselves in
the doing of it and do it a5 well
as they were able. It was the
pursuit of that kind of self-
forgetting service which genera-
tions of men and women had
found to be the way to personal
fulfilment, personal happiness
and personal significance,

A wvote of thanks to Dr.
Mackay, who asked for the usual
day's ]1|1!Il;!d:_“|- was proposed by
the Head Girl, Pamela Parrott,
who also presented a bouguet to
Mrs. Mackay.

PRIZE LIST

Form Prizes: 2.4 R, Exon;
2B Susan James; 3.A N. Snell;
1.B Jacqueline Tyler; 4.A Audrey
Champlon: 4B A. Thomsen; 4.C
P. Newton; 5D Patricia Daniels;
5Jd  Lesle Hill: 5W Anne
Sproson; Up. V.C M. Cook; Up.
V.G 8. Fisher; Up. V.M Valerie

Prizes: Verity Prowse;
J. Hill: Sally Bennett; B. Wil-
liams: P. Maslin: (..::mi Britton;
Caroline Hosken: D, W. .J. Cason;
Rogers: Frances
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Susan {rait Art
Susan Weeks; Rellgll:lu.s Ed
tion: Anne Sproson; Woodwor
F. Robson, C. Beil; Cuulr.e
Marilyn Longman; Needlecra
Susan Hucker; Physical Edut-a-
}lm: G. K. Smart, Carolyn ‘Bar-
oW,
School Prizes: School Captain:
A, J. F. Browning; Head Girl;
Hazel Deeks; Drama: B, D.
Organ; Rabley Prize for Service
to the School: Diama Huntley;
David Hamilton Prize  for
Prowess at Sport: A. M. Fulwood;
Field Week Prize: R. J. Fill.
Academic  Shield: Howard
House: Cnptams Mary Fulwood,
J. Webber
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Country (Junior) é «Games C E
Hockey Mar tl.n:uu Gun H:
Drama_3; ‘\Ietball thsu:ai
Lducatmn 5; g'lév an ur} C;
Rugby (Junior) Assoclation
Foothal1 H; Tennis C; Swimming

Key: C — Clare, H — Howard,
§ — Stafford.

HEADMASTER Mr. D. P. Rendall, Canon R. G. Rawstorne, elmnmnn of the

T

Governors, and Dr. J. Mackay. headmaster of Bristol Grammar School.



