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Editorial 

An essential of life is growth; the School is a living organism constantly developing in various ways and 
improving those assets it already possesses. 
 
During the past year the School has expanded in many directions; the numerous excursions and factory 
visits broaden our outlook, the Geography and Biology fortnight at Westward Ho! was an outstanding 
success, which included the School's first broadcast, interest is being encouraged in many fresh aspects of 
Art, and the Rugby team has at last played matches and won them ! 
 
The most notable sign of the School's vigorous life was perhaps in its achievement of five County Major 
Scholarships on the Higher School Certificate results of 1947; and P. J. Winstone and W. J. Nicholls have 
both obtained places at Oxford University for 1949; yet in the coming year we shall all strive for even 
greater things. To everyone in the School we would say: use your abilities and opportunities to the full; 
everyone has something which he or she does well and we have, each one of, us, our part to play in the life 
of the School, as we shall later have our part in the affairs of the community, the nation and even the world. 
 

General Notes 
Last July we were sorry to bid good-bye to Mrs. Harwood, Miss Franklin, Mr. Morse, Miss Bruton and 
Miss Gregory.  Since his retirement, Mr. Morse has paid the School many welcome visits.  In September 
we welcomed Mr. Jaques, Mr. Pennington, Mr. Hill, Mr. Brooke and Miss Rees.  Miss Beake succeeded 
Miss Phillips as Canteen Supervisor. Mrs. Cudmore and Miss Bruce, who is also teaching German to the 
Advanced Course, have given valuable assistance in supervising School dinners. Mr. P. Weekes, an old 
boy, has joined the Staff as a laboratory assistant. Mrs. Ewins is now the Headmaster's Secretary. In the 
Summer Term, Mr. Richards, from the University of Bristol, joined the staff. We have also welcomed 
many students: Miss Woolford. Mr. Whiteley and Mr. Batten from the University of Bristol in the Spring 
Term; Mr. Owusu, a native of the Gold Coast and a graduate of Cambridge, and Miss Taylor, of Bristol 
University in the Summer Term. We congratulate Mr.Cudmore on gaining the M.A. degree, of the 
University of Bristol. Our congratulations are also offered' to Mr. and Mrs. Harwood on the birth of their 
daughter. 
 
We are pleased to report that the hall has at last been decorated. We might also mention that the girl 
prefects have at last acquired a home. One form room has been converted into a History room; this has 
encouraged interest in local history; Molly Willis and R. Ewins have in fact made archaeological 
discoveries. Within the History room the Sixth Form struggle to imbibe the Laws of Economics, now 
taught in the School by Mr. Brooke; this is, of course, an innovation. Mr. Jaques has started to change the 
large Dining Hall into an Art room, and a fine mural of Thornbury Tilt Yard has already been painted, a 
photograph of which is included in the magazine; this conversion however cannot be completed until our 
new Canteen is built. This, like the Shower-baths, is on the priority list. 
 
A large number of excellent entries was received for the Magazine Competition this year, and we are very 
grateful to Miss Dicker for spending so much time and taking so much trouble in judging the Competition. 
Prizes were awarded to Patsy Harvey, Jeffery, Reaney and Kathleen Church. 
 
Parties were again held at the end of the Autumn Term; by the prefects for the Upper School, by the Fifth 
Forms and by the Staff. 



 
We thank Mr. and Mrs. Rabley for the loan of their radiogram, which helped very much to make these 
parties a success. We hope it will not be long before the whole school can have Christmas parties. Dancing 
classes were held during both the Autumn and Spring Terms. 

 
The Old Thornburian Society has presented the School with a Tennis Shield, which has been competed for 
this year. Mr. Alpass, the Member for this Division, presented a prize at the end of the Autumn Term for an 
essay on Parliamentary Procedure. Captain Bennett, the Chairman of the Governors, presented prizes for 
essays written on Safety First.  Principal Murray, of the University of Exeter, has offered prizes to the Staff, 
Seniors and Juniors for original poems. Mr. R. Knapp has given the School a putcher for exhibition. We 
very much appreciate all these gifts, and we also wish to thank those who gave prizes on Speech Day. 
 
An exhibition bee-hive, made by Mr. Rabley and filled with bees lent by Mr. Cudmore, has been placed in 
the Biology Laboratory. In this and many other ways we are finding out that what we learn in Form-rooms 
is in fact what really happens; a valuable and yet difficult aspect of education. Ye are fortunately not in a 
position to give information about the number of stings! 
 
Additional playing-fields have been acquired in Church Road. We would like to thank Mr. H. Knapp, a 
well-know sportsman, who has closely co-operated with us in our use of these fields. 
 
As we go to print, a House Reading Competition is being organised which will be judged by Mr. Cyril 
Wood, of the Arts Council of Great Britain. 
 
The quality of work in School Societies this year has greatly improved and more enthusiasm has been 
shown by Seniors and Juniors alike. Many scathing remarks have been made about members of Societies 
who take no part themselves nor show interest in the various activities. This year a welcome change is 
apparent. Juniors are overcoming their shyness and Seniors are discovering unsuspected talent; evidence of 
this is in the two play-readings given by the Senior Literary and Dramatic Society : 
‘Captain Brassbound's Conversion’ (Shaw) and ‘Strife ' (Galsworthy), in which parts were taken by those 
with no previous dramatic experience. Quizzes have been favourite items with the Junior Societies, 
particularly the Historical and Geographical Societies. The French Circle has enjoyed frequent gatherings 
for community singing, and in the Scientific meetings talks on countless subjects have been given. An Art 
Society has been formed, and also a Classical Society; these combined in one meeting, in which the subject 
was architecture. There have been a great many film shows on subjects ranging through Nursing, Tennis 
and Cricket, Milk Production - after which Mr. Jones, the Regional officer of the County Agricultural 
Executive Committee, answered a barrage of questions - to the T.V.A., Houses of various types, and 
Hygiene. We have had the privilege of hearing many outside speakers on in- numerable subjects, and a 
music concert was arranged for the School by Miss Home. We hope that interest will be maintained in this 
side of School life in the future. 
 
This year the books from both the Reference and Fiction Libraries were moved to Miss Cook's room and 
the former library has, most unfortunately, to be used as a Form-room. Improvements have been made in 
the systems for checking and registering books. Many new books have been added during the year; we 
should like to thank Mrs. Church for presenting books to the Biology Library, and Miss Perkins, Mr. Storey 
and Barbara Neads for presenting books to the History Library. 
 
Collections have been held during the past term for the United Nations Save the Children Fund. We trust 
that our contributions, amounting to £15 15s., will help considerably the objects for which the fund has 
been started. Collections have also been made by various Forms for such institutions as the R.S.P.C.A. and 
Dr. Barnardo's Homes.  

 

National Savings this year have amounted to about £300, making a grand total of over £10,000 
since the campaign was started in School at the beginning of the war. We are very grateful to 
Mr. Rabley for all his hard work in this connection. 
 
We should like to thank all those who have helped us in com- piling this magazine, including the 
following pupils : B. Selwood, J. White, R. Rosser, Jean Rudledge, Sheila Nelmes, Barbara 
Neads, Jennifer Rouch, N. Daley and L. Hummerstone. All the Staff have cooperated with us, and 
Miss Cook and especially Mrs. Williams, have given invaluable help as literary advisers. 
 
 

School Officers 1947-8 
School Captains : Barbara Neads (S.) and P. Winstone (S.). 
School Vice-Captains: Mary Rouch (S.), and J. Nicholls (S.). 
School Prefects -4 Girls—Elizabeth Rugg (C.), Kathleen Pullin (C.), Jennifer Rouch 



(H.), Marian Thomas (H.), Enid Burgess (S.), Mary Heal (H.), Mollie Sage 
(H.), Audrey Bloomfield (H.), Anne Pritchard (S.), Miriam Craik-Smith (C.). 
Boys—D. Hawkins (S.), H. Thomas (S.), R. England (C.), P. Hardman (C.), N. 
Daley (C.), L. Hummerstone (H.), C. Jeffery (H.), J. Hannaford 
House Captains : Clare—Kathleen Pullin and N. Daley. 
Stafford—Barbara Neads and P. Winstone. 
Howard—Jennifer Rouch and L. Hummerstone. 
Games Captains : Hockey—Barbara Neads (S.). Football—D. Hawkins (S.). 
Rugby—N. Daley (C.).  Tennis—Mary Rouch (S.).  Cricket—D. Hawkins (S.). 
Swimming—Jennifer Rouch (H.) and H. Thomas (S.). 
Magazine Editorial Staff :. Editors—P. Winstone (S.) and J. Nicholls (S.). 
Sub-Editors—Kathleen Pullin (C.) and E. Addis (C.). Art Editor—Mr. C. A. 
Jaques. Secretary—Enid Burgess (S.). 
 

Salvete, 1947-1948 
 

Second Forms 
L. Griffiths  
W. Ranforcl 
C. Shearing 
A. Pritchard 
G. Williams 
D. Bayliss 
A. Fowell  
P. Fowell 
D. Wills 
G. Ogborne  
T. Walters 
A. Hobkirk 
A. Powell 
D. Excell  
K. Rowley  
J. Glass 
D. Watts 
B. Riddiford  
F. Newbould 
M. Green 
D. Green 
T. Whittingham 
B. Bayliss  
J. Drewitt 
C. Hawkings  
B. Barden-Forster  
M. Fisher  
C. Pawsey 

 

J. Harbinson 
R.  Taylor  
J . Howell 
B. Davies 
A. Cash 
J. Ewins 
M. Pontin 
I. Jackson 
R.  Woolston  
Marion Goddings  
Margaret Newman  
Barbara Bidwell  
Patricia Jefferies  
Pearl Godden 
Joy Cox 
Evelyn Edwards  
Judith Robson  
Christine Wilcock  
Valerie Godwin  
Marlene Bevan  
Violet Stockham 
 Joyce Bull  
Josephine Hurcombe 
Josephine Jones  
Frances Beauchamp 
Marian Ashcroft 
Doreen Mills 

 

Elizabeth Bridgeman  
Doris Cullimore  
Alma Vizard 
Judith Thomas  
Iris Carter 
Anne Lippiatt  
Anne Taylor 
Brenda Burgess  
Joyce Howell 
Jeanette Loveridge  
Margaret Howes  
Heather Thomas  
Pamela Painter  
Pat Willis 
Mavis Hedley  
Joan Bishop 
Anita Poole 
 
F. Godfrey (VA.) 
D. Cook (IVA.) 
G. Alison (IVB.) 
Patricia Wald (VA.)  
Rosemary Newman (IVA.) 
 Esther White (IVB.)  
Anne Phillips (IVB.)  
Phyllis Stainer (IVB.) 

 

 

VA. welcomed Christian Fuchs from Paris as a visitor during the last six weeks of the Summer Term. 
 

Annual Events 
 

THE LEAVERS' SERVICE, 1947. This was held as usual at the end of the Summer Term in the Stafford 
Chapel of Thornbury Parish Church. The Rev. R. G. Rawstorne, Vicar of Thornbury, conducted the service 
and gave an address, and Sybil Craik-Smith played the organ. Among the leavers sat Mr. Morse, Miss 
Franklin and Mrs. Harwood. 
 
FOUNDERS' Day. Founders' Day was commemorated by a service in the Parish Church of St. Mary on 
October 14th. A large number of parents, Old Thornburians and friends of the School at- tended, and the 
Rev. E. S. Bromhead, of Failand, gave the address. He emphasised the importance of Scripture in the 
School curriculum, and pointed out that education should seek to give the child spiritual as well as physical 
and mental guidance. A notable feature of the service was the singing of the Lord's Prayer by the School; 
the setting of this oldest of our prayers was particularly appropriate to the occasion. Gordon Jacob's 
arrangement of Brother James' Air, sung by the Choir, was also very lovely. 
The order of service was as follows 
Hymn, "City of God.— 
Prayers (including the singing of " The Lord's Prayer "). Psalm CXIX, " Teach me 0 Lord the way of Thy 



Statutes.— The Lesson (from Proverbs 3). read by the Headmaster. Hymn, 'These things shall be." 
Prayers. 
Brother James' Air. 
Address. 
Hymn, All creatures of our God and King.— 
Benediction. 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY. This was marked by the sale of Poppies in the School on November 11th, and a 
special service to honour the memory of those Old Thornburians who fell in the two Great Wars. A wreath 
was placed on the War Memorial by the School Captain. The memory of the great sacrifices made on our 
behalf must not fade with the passage of time. 
 
THE MUSIC COMPETITION. This took place at the end of the Autumn Term. Definite items in each 
class were set for competitors, and this may partly account for the higher standards reached, especially in 
the House Choirs. Mr. Morse and Mrs. Harwood returned to School to adjudicate the final, and preliminary 
rounds were judged by Miss Jones, Mrs. Timbrell and Mr. Pennington. Clare gained the Harwood Shield, 
with Howard in the second place. 
 
THE MUSIC CONCERT. The Music Concert on Friday, January 23rd, was a successful experiment 
which we hope will become an annual affair. 
 
The Concert gave the School Choir far more scope than has hitherto been possible and also gave us an 
opportunity of hearing pupils of all stages, from the beginner to the more polished per- former, who work 
hard throughout the year at elocution and with stringed instruments. Jean Williams in particular showed 
what a very small girl can do with a very large instrument. 
 
The second part of the Concert, extracts from the " Messiah," was an ambitious undertaking which involved 
much hard work by Miss Jones and a choir augmented by some members of the Staff. Of the choruses, " 
Glory to God was particularly vigorous and well-balanced and among the solo airs Patsy Harvey's " Come 
unto Him stood out as sweetly and feelingly sung. 
 
Joan Timbrell accompanied skilfully thioughout, and one of the most pleasing features of the Concert was 
the obvious enjoyment shown by those taking part. Miss Jones, in this venture, both opened a new field of 
delight to the performers and gave much pleasure to a very appreciative audience. 
 
THE SCHOOL CONCERT. Two large audiences attended this year's School Concert, which they 
thoroughly enjoyed, so that those responsible for acting, producing and stageing were able to feel 
well satisfied with their hard work.  All three plays were in a cheerful vein.  ‘The Happy Man’-  
produced by Mrs.  A. C.  Rouch,  l ightheartedly proclaimed the virtues of the simple life in 
Ruritanian surroundings.  ‘Mai tre  Pathan’- produced by Miss  M.  E.  Gale ,  in which the 
biter is very neatly bitten, left us with an admiration for Gallic wit and shrewdness; and the 
shortened version of "Twelfth Night," produced by Mrs. E. H. Williams and Miss J. L. Cook 
was il lyrically gay and inconsequent.  Musical interludes in this last play were arranged by 
Miss M. E. W. Jones. 
 
Outstanding performances were those by Margaret Bayliss, as the coquettish Lady Rosamond, P. 
Clutterbuck as the wily Maitre Pathelin, and in "Twelfth Night P. Winstone as Sir Toby Belch; Jennifer 
Rouch sang the Clown's songs charmingly and with obvious enjoyment. 
 
Miss Jones and Mr. G. Pennington delighted the audience with their piano duets in the intervals. Mr. E. H. 
Williams, Mr C. A. Jaques, Mr. W. G. Rabley, Mr. R. Harwood, P. Nott and N. Daley should be 
congratulated on the excellent stageing, scenery, furniture and effects they provided. 
 
SPEECH DAY .  This was held on June 16th,  when a  large  number of parents and Old 
Thornburians assembled in the Hall. Captain Bennett (Chairman of the Governors) opened the 
proceedings, and his speech was followed by the School's singing of Let all the World in Every 
Corner Sing (Dyson). The Headmaster, presenting his report, thanked the Governors for all 
their varied help. He mentioned the many ways in which the School is progressing; the 
improvement in the standard of the School Sports, School Societies, Music and the School Concert, 
and the various expeditions made during the year. Last summer five pupils went on exchange 
visits to France, and one to Belgium; more are going this year. Principal John Murray, of the 
University College of the South-West, Exeter, presented the prizes and afterwards gave an 
interesting and witty address. Prizes, he said, were given for demerit rather than merit, to 
counteract the original sin - laziness in boys, and " slap-dashness in gir ls.  He himself  



s trongly be lieved in prizes  and he would offer prizes for the best original poems, which he 
would judge himself. He stressed the necessity of a strong sense of community and fellowship 
within a school ; it was this which made the British system of education superior to Continental 
ones. Barbara Neads, the School Captain, proposed a vote of thanks to Principal Murray. After 
tea, provided by the Canteen Staff and VA. girls, organised by Miss Storey, there were Physical 
Training and Modern Dancing dis- plays on the field, under the direction of Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Harwood and Miss Jones. 
 

Out-of-School Activities 
 
Early in the Autumn Term a party from the Upper Fifth Forms went on a cycling excursion on the 
Cotswolds. They visited Nibley Monument and Stinchcombe Hill and gained valuable experience in map-
reading. 
 
On April 30th a party of pupils from the Upper Fifth Forms, with members of Staff, left for the Mendip 
village of Croscombe; on the way they paid a short visit to Wells Cathedral. On the following day they took 
a local walk round the village, and visited places of beauty and interest. On Sunday the party trekked across 
typical limestone country to Wookey, where they visited the famous caves, and to Cheddar ; they greatly 
appreciated the wonderful limestone gorge. At Cheddar they boarded the 'bus for home. Bad weather was a 
handicap, but in spite of this the party gained useful knowledge in map-reading and other forms of practical 
geography. 
 
On Friday, May 7th, twenty-six pupils from the Fifth Forms, with members of staff, went by 'bus to Bath, 
whence they made their way to the very attractive Youth Hostel at a villa in Batheaston, a walk of two and 
a half miles. On the following morning they walked to Bath; where they visited the Abbey and were 
conducted round by the verger, who told them its history. They visited the very interesting Roman Baths 
and Pump Room, and then walked to Sham Castle, Claverton and Monkton Combe (where they saw pottery 
being made by hand), and back to the Hostel. On Sunday they walked over Charmy Down and Lansdown ; 
in the valley they came across a quaint Norman Church. The party then made its way to the 'bus. 
 
On each of the days the Three Counties Show was held a party of about thirty-five pupils went by coach to 
Staverton, excitedly discussing dogs, horses and machinery. Once inside the gates, they all turned to the 
machinery section, containing everything from elevators, tractors and milking machines to butter-coolers 
and tiny farm implements. The feminine members of the party gave most of the exhibits a cursory and 
rather uncomprehending glance. Not so the boys! The girls watched a basket-maker; exclaiming at the ease 
with which he worked. When the parties split, some made for the cows and pigs; the latter were extremely 
fascinating, and many were filled with doubt as to the ability of the champion to stand up. Some saw the 
judging of monster Aberdeen Angus bulls and Jersey cows, and watched horses being put through their 
paces in the main arena. Some girls went to the cinema and saw films dealing with American farming and 
cookery. Stands of every sort were inspected; the poultry, veterinary research, leather goods, and hunting 
clothes, Education, Health and Women's Institutes. The parties visited the Dog Ring, where magnificent 
golden retrievers were studying the onlookers with shiny intelligent eyes. The display in the flower tent was 
truly breath-taking and our adjectives soon failed us. Perhaps the most beautiful were the banks of misty 
blue delphiniums, and delicately-coloured sweet peas. The parade of horses and that of the Duke of 
Beaufort's Foxhounds were much appreciated. The Olympic Jumping was a disappointment to most and the 
Dressages rather boring. A P.T. display was given by Army Apprentices and the visitors were entertained 
by some exceedingly well-trained police dogs. As they rode merrily home one party were agreeably 
surprised to recognise the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, who passed them in their car. All parties 
agreed that they had spent a most interesting and enjoyable day. 
 
A most successful project has been the adoption by Form IVA. of Col. Turner's farm at Oldown for study 
of its stock and equipment and its seasonal work. The first visit was made during March, when Mr. Daldry 
showed the party through the farm buildings and dairy, and then over part of the farm to see growing crops. 
Mr. Sandifer has led subsequent tours of the fields to see the progress of the crops, and in addition, on the 
second visit, Mrs. Sandifer demonstrated the art of butter-making; on the third silage-making was seen in 
progress. We are very grateful to Col. Turner for allowing IVA. to visit his farm, and to Mr. Daldry and Mr. 
and Mrs. Sandifer, who also provided delicious teas for the large parties. 
 
Visits have also been made to the Thornbury Grass Drying Plant by several Forms. This experiment has 
aroused much interest, and we hope that our curiosity did not hinder the routine of the organisation. 
 
Several other visits have been made during the year. On the last day of the Summer Term of 1947, a very 
successful visit was paid to a colliery at Coalpit Heath, when many members of the party mined their first 
piece of coal. In the Autumn Term two parties of thirty pupils each visited the Evening Post offices; these 



visits were again very instructive. In the Spring Term parties from the senior forms visited Wills' Tobacco 
Factory, and the B.B.C. studios in Bristol; again, valuable knowledge was gained. Scientists from the Sixth 
Form visited the ‘Atomic Train’ at Temple Meads Station, Bristol. We are very grateful to the members of 
Staff and especially to Mr. Cudmore, who have organised the above excursions, one of the best features of 
School life. 
 
There have been many visits to the Theatre Royal, Bristol, this year, arranged by Miss Cook and Mrs. 
Ewins. Productions of " Othello," "The Linden Tree," " Great Expectations," "Hamlet," " The Second Mrs. 
Tanqueray," and " You Never Can Tell," were seen. A number of pupils visited the cinema to see " A Tale 
of Two Cities," parties also visited the Central Hall to hear Pouishnoff in a Chopin recital, and Bristol 
Cathedral for the University concert. A party of Senior girls has visited Southmead Hospital ; the career of 
Nursing is an interesting one, of very great importance to us all. 
 
An Aero-Modellers' Club was started by Mr. Johnson in the Autumn Term; various models were built in 
the confines of the Art Room, and it is reported that some of them actually flew! The whole School visited 
the exhibition, which was held at the end of the Spring Term in connection with that of the Leatherwork 
Club. That many members had acquired considerable technical skill was obvious from the models they 
exhibited. 
 
In the Autumn Term Mr. and Mrs. Harwood started a Leatherwork Class, beginning with about forty 
members who met every Thursday after School. During the term purses, hand-bags and wallets were made 
as Christmas presents, and at the end of term an exhibition for the School was held ; a number of articles 
were sold at prices much lower than those in shops. The classes were again held in the Spring Term when 
more difficult work was undertaken, but not in the Summer Term because of the many other activities. 
They will, however, be started again in the Autumn Term, when new members will be welcomed. 
 
An Art Club has been started by Mr. Jaques. The main activity so far has been clay modelling, and a 
number of models have been baked. Many members have shown considerable creative capacity, and many 
more have shown unlimited enthusiasm. 
 
The School Orchestra has continued to work hard this year, coached by Mr. Odden. A concert was given at 
the end of the Autumn Term by the more experienced members. The School Choir, with considerably 
increased numbers, hes met regularly through the year. The Elocution Class, now taught by Miss 
Salmon, meets regularly on Friday evenings; there were several successes at the Bristol 
Eistedfodd, and members performed at the end of the Autumn Term. Modern Dancing Classes have 
again been held by Miss Jones this year, and there appears to be considerable talent among those 
girls who attend. 

 
A life-saving class for boys has been held regularly through the past term, coached by Mr. 
Pennington. The twelve members have now mastered most of the land work for the award 
of the Bronze Medallion of the Royal Life-saving Society. Water ability is being 
improved, and it is hoped that before the end of term a number will have successfully 
passed the tests of the Society. Mr. Pennington has also coached members of the Chess 
Club, which has continued with a large and enthusiastic membership. Play, however, is 
still generally rather unskilled and mechanical. 
 
Several members of the School attended the Fifth Annual House Party for Young Music-
Makers, held at Cowley Manor during the Summer holidays. As an outcome of this, a 
Carol Concert was held on January 10th at Cheltenham. when Youth Choirs from all over 
the country were conducted by Dr. Sidney Northcote. An enthusiastic choir from this 
School, trained by J. Nicholls during the latter part of the Autumn Term, took part. A 
String Orchestra and a soprano soloist added to the pleasure of the occasion; during the 
concert, which lasted about an hour and a half, the choir sang thirteen carols. I. Nicholls 
took part in the "Carol Chorus," which sang "God Rest You Merry," on which the whole 
concert was based. He remained behind afterwards for criticism and further coaching from 
Dr. Northcote, who was extremely pleased with this venture. 



 
 

Westward Ho! 
A GEOG RAPHY AND BIO LO GY E XCURSION 

 

The importance of practical work in the school curriculum is 
being increasingly recognised ; many short geography 
excursions have been made during the past year, but the 
chief was that to Westward Ho !, in North Devon, 
which lasted from April 9th to April 19th, and in- 
cluded biological as well as geographical work. At 
the same time the excursion provided an enjoyable 
holiday. 

 
The party was supervised by Mr. B. H. Cudmore 
(Geography) and Miss C. Rees (Biology), who organised 
the programme for twenty- three members of the Sixth 
Form. The Biologists studied the flora and fauna of the 
area, the Geographers the physical and economic 
background. A programme of talks on both subjects 
was arranged, and in addition a coach tour around 
Dartmoor. 

 
The  Re v.  H. C.  A.  S.  Mulle r,  M.A. ,  R.N. ( ret ired) ,  an old friend, conducted us around 
the old fishing port of Appledore. In the ship-building yards we saw the skill of the modern 
ship-builders in shaping the curve of a boat. Sail blocks, as well as wooden toys, are now 
made in a former monastery. 
 

At the ancient borough of  Torrington, we were welcomed by His Worship the Mayor and 
the Town Clerk, who showed us the most interesting parts of the town. old prosperity and its 
castle, which figured prominently in the Civil War, is in ruins. An excellent luncheon was given by the 
Mayor, who had in some way got to know about the awe-inspiring appetites of some members of the Sixth 
Form. We visited the Torridge Vale Dairies at the invitation of Mr. T. R. Sandford, C.C., J.P., and Mr. 
Stacey. These Dairies now serve the whole of North Devon, and here we saw some of the most recent 
developments in the manufacture of dairy products. 
 
When we visited Clovelly the beautiful walk down Hubby Drive anc; the long, but lovely, walk back from 
Bucks Mills along the cliffs, were enjoyed by everyone, whilst a few members of the party even had the 
courage to walk all the way from Clovelly. (These were later attended to by our resident chiropodist, Miss 
Rees). The party also visited Baggy Point and the lovely village of Croyde, reached by a magnificent walk 
along beautifully-coloured cliffs. 
 
The Pannier Market at Bideford afforded opportunities for some rather shady deals in personal points; the 
market is a very interesting survival of former times. 
 
The area immediately around Westward Ho ! afforded the best opportunities for the study of physical 
geography and mapping. Measurements were made of the raised beach and the movements of pebbles on 
the ridge; and cliff and beach formations, including the submerged forest, hanging valleys, rejuvenated 
streams, wave-cut rock platforms and other effects of sea erosion on the coast were studied. Levelling was 
practised; experience gained in the use of the National Grid; some panorama sketches of the district were 
attempted; and weather recording apparatus was set up (fortunately the rain gauge had no cause to work). 
 
The ecology of the area around Westward Ho! is entirely unlike that which surrounds the School. Most of 
the biological work took place on the sand-dunes; pupils who had visited them in the previous year noticed 
the alteration in the position and contours of the dunes. Transects were made in order to show the relative 
frequency of species along a line; quadrants, rectangular recordings of typical vegetation in various 
zones, were also made. 

 
The shore work at Westward Ho ! yielded a collection of in- teresting plants and creatures ; the seaweed 
zone was clearly visible at Appledore, and some of the lowest (Laminaria) zone seaweeds were gathered; 
peat and wood was obtained from the submerged forest. 

 



The B.B.C. visit coincided with the rock pool investigation; good specimens of crustacea (prawns and 
crabs), sea anemones and red algae were found. 
 
The fourth region visited, the cliffs, showed a typical collection of plants. On the cliffs at Saunton the) 
Biologists found a fine collection of succulent xerophytes. The flight of gulls and shags on Baggy Point 
was observed, and Hummerstone saw a seal. 
 
The coach tour of Dartmoor was perhaps the most interesting feature of the excursion. We stopped at 
Lydford to walk down the gorge. The river has, in thousands of years, cut rapidly into the slate, and the 
resultant rock formations have created a most magnificent gorge ; at one place the water drops sheer for 
eighty feet. After passing through Princetown we came to Dartmeet, where we stopped for the Biologists to 
collect specimens and carry out soil tests. Everyone was interested in the prehistoric clapper bridge. We 
visited Widecombe and the Bronze Age settlement of Grimspound, which was extremely interesting. 
Grimspound once consisted of a circular pound containing twenty-four stone hut circles, one of which has 
been partly restored and railed off as an example. Nearby there are evidences of agriculture by terracing. 
 
Talks were given by several local inhabitants. Miss Sheila Hutchinson, a keen and experienced 
ornithologist, talked to us about her work. She confined herself mainly to the wader birds of the Devonshire 
coast, and spoke of the mystery of migration; she also mentioned the practical uses of bird-watching, and 
lessons to be learned) from it. 
 
Mr. T. Fulford, the Chairman of the Northam Urban District Council, spoke to us about many 
aspects of Westward Ho ! He told us about the threat of the sea: the pebble ridge has recently been 
considerably flattened at the point nearest the town, and the decisive battle is now coming. Mr. 
Fulford also spoke of the famous golf course. He is a keen bird-watcher, and told us about 
many local birds, especially those on Lundy Island. 

 
Mr. Bedswell, a Geography teacher, discussed the geographical background and geology of North Devon. 
He especially emphasised the variety of scenery resulting from this geological structure, shown particularly 
in the colours of the cliffs, and in the vegetation. 
 
Mr. Sims, the Planning Officer of the North Devon Joint Planning Committee, spoke of the effect of the 
depression on North Devon agriculture, the boom at seaside resorts following the introduction of the motor-
car, and the drift away from rural areas; the Second World War, however, had encouraged local industries, 
which will probably be further developed. 
 
The Rev. H. Muller, Chaplain-in-charge of Lundy, told us about the island, which is only six square miles 
in area, and consists mainly of granite. Lundy appears to have made a great impression on all who have 
visited it; those who spoke to us about it have inspired in many of us an ambition to see it for ourselves. 
 
The party, by permission of the Town Clerk (Mr. F. C. Backway), attended a meeting of the Bideford Town 
Council. The business took about two hours, and ranged over a wide variety of subjects, and the 
Councillors' wit considerably enlivened the meeting. After the business had been dealt with, His Worship 
the Mayor (Councillor Upton) welcomed the party. Mr. Cudmore and P. Winstone replied. 
 
The party stayed at a camp at Westward Ho Pupils occupied semi-detached chalets each containing a 
living-room, a small kitchen and two bedrooms (they slept two in a bed I); they had meals in a 
Nissen Hut. Fatigues were carried out with enthusiasm, and valuable experience was gained by the 
unmarried members of the Staff. It  is reported that Nicholls has at last learned to peel a potato 
so that at least one half of the original remains, and Mr. Williams made various scientific 
attempts at de-coring swedes, accompanied by various unscientific terms. For the excellent food 
thanks are due to Mrs. Cudmore who organised and prepared all the meals so well. 

 
On the first Sunday we went to Appledore Church, where the service was conducted by our 
old friend, the Rev. H. Muller. E. Addis and Anne Pritchard were introduced to the 
bellringers, who kindl y i nvi ted them to join in  the  r inging.  On the  second Sunday, a few 
members of the party attended Holy Communion at Westward Ho! Church and later the party 
divided, some attending the service at Appledore, and a few that at Bideford. 
 
On our return journey by way of Exeter, we visited the Guildhall, an extremely interesting building 
and the oldest criminal court in the United Kingdom. Here were all  the coats of arms of 
previous Mayors, and that of John Atwell, Mayor in 1477, confirmed him as an ancestor of one 
of our founders, Robert Atwell, since our School Arms are exactly the same. The Mayor 's 



parlour, a lovely room filled with rare furniture and huge vases of cherry-blossom, was built in 
1593, and we much admired the solid ebony chairs inlaid with ivory, as we did the lovely old 
silver and insignia of the city. After this, we visited the fine, though somewhat war-scarred Cathedral; the 
loud-speaker amplifications greatly interested certain members of the party. 
 
We greatly appreciate the kindness of our many friends in North Devon who contributed to the success of 
our visit. We cannot adequately express in words our gratitude to them. Excellent weather enabled use to 
enjoy every moment of our stay, from which all of us carried away happy memories, valuable experience 
and new knowledge. 
 

A Caving Expedition 
 

On April 30th, five members of the Upper Fifth were taken by Mr. Williams into Swildon's 
Hole, one of the Mendip caves, which can only be explored by people who provide their own 
lighting and do not mind a little discomfort. 
 
Swildon's Hole is a "swallet– or swallow hole formed when a surface stream disappears into 
underground fissures in the limestone and only reappears several miles away. It has splendid 
stalactites. and has been explored for over half-a-mile, but beyond this point, 400 feet below 
ground, the passage is totally flooded. 
 
In the oldest clothes, we prepared for getting wet and muddy; scarecrow-like, we crossed several 
fields to the cave entrance, a triangular hole in the ground, several feet from the place where the 
stream vanished. We followed the example of the stream, and immediately realised that one does 
not walk into a swallet cave. Before our eyes had grown accustomed to the dim light of our 
torches, we had to dive through a hole and crawl along a narrow ledge to the right of which a 
waterfall thundered into an apparently bottomless cleft. After several sharp bends in the 
passage we reached an awkward vertical pitch and a steeply inclined rift, known as "Jacob's 
Ladder,– where we were glad of Mr. Williams' fatherly guidance. After this we walked along 
a wide corridor, avoiding water-filled pot holes, till we came to the Grotto, which is a spacious 
cavern containing many beautiful stalactite and stalagmite formations. One particularly fine curtain 
emitted a musical note when gently struck. 
 
The next part of the journey involved wading along the course of the stream to a point where the 
water curved over a 40-foot fall in a smother of spray. Here we regretfully turned back, hoping to 
come again with rope ladders with which to penetrate further, but well satisfied with our first 
visit. In two days our party explored both of the dry routes to the Grotto and part of the third, 
wet route. We had reached a point roughly 400 feet from the entrance and 200 feet below ground 
level. 

R. ROSSER (Upper Va). 

 
On Looking Into a Cat's Eyes 

PATSY HARVEY Va.  

Two shimmering stars of blackness, 
Shining, limpid, 
Lucid, yet lurking there 
A thousand thousand mysteries 
Skim through, shifting; and restless light Plays through 
thy clear but sable orbs. 
How, in some life before this lowly round, Was shap'd 
thy lofty lot? 
On Nilus' banks rnayhap, your palaces 
Rose; stately, fair and white 
In the grey dawn of human rising up, 
And kiss'd the moonlight linnining your halls. 

Yet further back, some princess, fierce and wild. Some 
barborous, cruel, dreamy maid Contemptuous 
Of all beneath her; sending tq. their tombs Men who, 
while life ebb'd from them, begg.d But one glance from 
those opalescent lights That now you turn on me. 

You yet do not perceive Your new 
surroundings, 
Staring through and through 



The mean encumbrances that mar Your soul's 
delight, and visionary gaze. 
What is't you see? If that I  knew, 
I had known more than all 
The small and puny scrapings of our race, 
And seen 
Into the Wondrous Wisdom of the Worlds. 
 

Dreams 
B. JEFFERY, VI.  

Sweet hour of dusk, when all the world is hushed 
And brooding earth in solemn stillness lies, 
Come gently, and with stealing step unrushed 
Bring sleep, with velvet touch, to close my eyes. 
And then my soul, from fettered bonds set free 
Can float unhampered and at liberty. 
Fancies free in soaring flight 
People alone the whole unchequered night. 

No frowning glance, or sharp discordant voice 
With poisoned barb to wound a tim’rous heart, For now my 
mind pursues its own free choice 
And chafing, chilling, cramping fears depart. Elysian paths, 
enchanted lanes, I tread, 
And gay adventures lie before me spread; In one brief 
hour with all sublime 
My soul is free in endless time. 

 
The Sea Monster 

BARBARA KEAR, VA.  
Under the waves, deeper than men may go, 
Where all is dark and silent as the grave. Lies a great 
monster from the long ago. 
Sleeping, untroubled by the restless wave Rising and 
falling ceaselessly above, 
Making the strange sea flowers writhe and twist. But he sleeps 
on, as gentle as a dove, 
Surrounded by a weird, unearthly miss, Lit by an eerie, 
evil yellow glow. 
Some say that when for all  its wicked ways 
Earth is destroyed and meets its coming doom He, the 
great monster, shall arise from sleep 
And leave his bed of soft, deep, slimy gloom, And at his 
rising, all mankind shall weep. 

 
Wordsworthian Feelings 

J. NICHOLLS. VI. 
For one short moment my spirit felt at rest,  
Untormented, calm, despite the world around;  
All things at once seemed truly beautiful,   
And nature wore a finer, nobler air. 
The moment passed. In that short space of time  
The whole creation seemed within my grasp  
And beauty, goodness, truth, were in my heart.  
Serene and calm that vision left me, 
Watching, listening, remembering—understanding.  
It left me confident, truly content, 
Infused with a new, a greater strength  
To face the rigours of this mortal world 
Without despair; with hope within my breast.  
The memory,  as a dream, is still  with me;  
The knowledge that eternity, infinity 
Are real ; that moment's spirit yet remains  



Although the vision has completely passed.  
May memory retain that feeling through  
My life - precious, divine, and unforgotten. 

 

The Wind 
(From the French of Sully-Prudhomme). 

BARBARA NEADS,  VI 
There is a great wind, and voices rolling in the sky,' 
I see the chase of giants in the vap rous wrack.  
The dead leaves up with the brazen whisper fly. 
Sounds in the woods the howling of an unknown pack.  
I shut my eves and listen, believing that I hear 
The bitter fight that night and day is waged, 
The cries of captives, and those new-freed from fear,  
The tale of liberty, the bronze of kings enraged. 
But now I ' l l  le t  the wind  of  his tor y f ly,   
Stirring the tangled thread-skeins of my mind.  
For there it cannot wake one sigh or vow. 
It goes as this vain tempest, storm and wind,  
Lashing with fury round my hapless brow,  
Yet, stirring but my hair, it passes by. 

 
The Vision 

JOAN HITCHINGS, COMMERCIAL. 
The sun was just beginning to set in a glorious, fiery splendour, and as I leaned on the white 
bridge over the little stream, I thought how beautiful and still was the scene before me. 
 
On the edge of the beech wood clusters of primroses nestled among the soft green moss and 
white wood-anemones and blue violets were clearly visible in the bright green grass. Deeper 
in the wood masses of tall bluebells caused the evening air to be heavy with their scent. The 
only sounds were those of a song-thrush bursting suddenly into song from a nearby beech tree, 
where his mate patiently sat on her nest, containing perhaps three or four blue, spotted eggs, 
and the gurgling of the little stream as it tumbled over the pebbles and later leaped over a 
waterfall. By peering into the crystal-clear water, I was able to see silvery minnows and red-
breasted sticklebacks swimming in and out of the weeds. A moorhen fussed anxiously over her 
brood of fluffy black chicks, and, as if from no- where, a yellow shining frog blinked at me 
from a big stone, and disappeared just as quickly. 
 

As I was taking in the beauty of this spring evening I became aware of a new sound. At first I thought it 
was due to some kind of bird and, being interested, I ran down the winding path, deep into the beech wood. 
The music led me off to the right and I suddenly came upon a hollow. It was strange that I had never seen it 
before, but the sight I saw was even stranger.   
 
A pool of turquoise-coloured water, surrounded on three sides by masses of forget-me-nots and yellow 
water irises, was in the centre, and on the fourth side was a rock, snow white and curiously shaped like a 
chair, it was the unearthly creature in it that held my attention; he was half man, half goat, and his long 
black hair fell over his strong brown shoulders. He was talking to the crowds of wood- land animals 
surrounding him, but presently he took up his reed pipe and sent forth ripples of beautiful music into the 
now darkening evening. 
 
How long I watched I did not know, but as soon as the blood- red sun had completely disappeared, Pan, the 
god of the shepherds, also vanished. Immediately the flocks of birds rose into the sky and flew away, the 
mice and squirrels, and every other woodland creature, quietly went on their ways. 
 
The next morning I was vaguely aware of having had a strange but beautiful dream, and, try as I might, I 
could not find the hollow in the beech wood. 
 
 
 
 



Letter to Acknowledge an Unwelcome Gift 
KATHLEEN CHURCH, IVA. 

My dear John. 
I must thank you for your gift of a dog, and such a large dog, too ! Had it been one sixth of its present size, 
it would still have been a tight fit into my small house, but by moving my bed into the greenhouse, and 
putting the bedroom suite in the attic, I have managed quite nicely. It is such a possessive dog, too. My 
most comfortable chair has been claimed by him already, and it is a pleasure to sit on the hard, upright chair 
(of great age) presented to me in a fit of ill-humour by my Aunt Clementine, and watch this huge hulk of 
canine pomposity reclining in comfort. My greatest regret is that my weekly meat ration is hardly sufficient 
for the dear thing, but luckily he is not averse to a large cod cutlet or two, and after all, what does the 
expenditure of three shillings per day matter, when you see the happy expression on his otherwise vacant 
features? May I suggest that on my next birthday, providing you have the inclination to make me another 
gift, you purchase a rather large dog kennel. If one could be obtained that would accommodate my bed, and 
a very small gas ring, I should be extremely grateful. 

I am, yours truly, 
CLAUDE TRAVERS.  

 
The Convocation 

P. WINSTONE, VI. 
Betwixt the lofty Cotswold's mutton'd heights,  
And the green Sabrine Vale - the arboreal plain  
Where Glevic regions meet the Oldbury Pill -  
There stands a fortress on a little hill; 
Stark and forbiddine to the foreigner –  
The swarth Westonian, or the Gloucesterer 
Who dwells in northern snows for ever bound.  
This place (as Thornburv on the map 'tis found)  
Has in its walls an EDIFICE renown'd -  
Spacious magnificence of black and cream;  
A seat of education 'tis, I deem. 
 
Phoebus had yet advanc'd his fiery way 
Not three short hours, ere from the famous fort, 
And all surrounding parts, on foot, by bike,  
And in the screechy-braked omnibus, 
There came the Glevic youth to that fair place;  
From where mud laps at bather-fringed shores,  
And bovine bawls disturb the lunar peace; 
From those wild parts where murderers roam at large,  
And throttle peaceful citizens in bed ; 
From where the feline song is heard by night  
About the mansions of the barons old; 
From further limits in the tropic South, 
Past Patchway's slender Railway Bridge of fame ;  
From all these regions come the studious throngs,  
And fill the building with their clamorous tongues. 
Meanwhile, in Morris Eights of antique date  
The learned pedagogues roll up state, 
And with grim expectation in their looks, 
Make up excuses why they've not marked books.  
Anon a bell tolls twice, and later on 
They all join voice in noisy hymnal song;  
Thus starts a day of toil, of strife, of pain,  
Until the omnibi return again. 
 
 

Autumn Leaves 
T. REANEY, IIIB. 

Autumn leaves came floating down,  
Yellow, red and golden brown.  
Drifting, tumbling, round they fly,  
A glittering host from out the sky. 



 
Everywhere they gently fall, 
By river, brook and garden wall,  
All along the busy street 
And in some far-off wood retreat. 
 
And the gay continuous train  
Fills with dreams the poet's brain,  
And with his rich creative power  
A beauty lies in every shower. 
 

Reverie 
WENDY MOGG, IVA. 

Out in the sun sits a Persian cat 
With her tail curled round her paws. 
Her ears twitch at a dreamt-of fly 
As a dog, with a scornful snort, goes by, 
And the maid goes on with her chores. 
 
The scrubbing-brush rasps on the front-door step  
But the cat merely flicks her tail. 
Her amber eyes close and her ears are still,  
The dog barks faintly on the hill, 
And the maid clatters on with her pail. 

 
The Horse and the Train 

MARGARET BAYLISS, IVA. 
There came a sound that shook the earth; downhill  
The thund'ring horse outpaced the roaring train,  
Defending his wide field and pleasant trees, 
From iron-clad invaders of his realm. 
But when the train had passed beyond his sight,  
He stopped, and lifting high a gleaming hoof 
With flashing eye and nostrils wide, stamped twice  
Dared all the puffing monsters in the world 
To drive one chestnut pony from his field. 
 

 
T H E  M U R A L  IN  TH E  AR T  R O O M .  P h o to g r a p h  b y  P .  N o t t ,  V I .  

 

Holidays Calling! Come to St. Ives 
CHRISTINE WILLCOCK, IIB.  

 
Nowhere in England is there a quainter place than is to be found almost in the tip of Cornwall, 
at the fishing harbour and holiday resort of St. Ives.  Here are narrow, winding, cobbled 
streets and small stone houses, most of them without gardens, so that the people have to dry 
their clothes in the street. In most cases the clothes lines are tied to the door post at one end 
and fastened to a nail or post across the way. At each end of a line there is often a flat iron 



to keep the line down. 
 
Pictures of St. Ives often show two people on opposite sides of a street reaching out of 
upstairs windows and holding hands. This gives an idea of the narrowness which is so 
common. 
 
To reach the beach you go down many steps. The sand is yellow, and the water is blue and clear. 
There are rocks and rock-pools in plenty. Often the fishing boats may be seen coming in 
from the sea.  These boats are owned by longshoremen, who,  with their rugged sun-tanned 
faces, are as interesting as St. Ives itself. 
 

Examination Results 
We congratulate the following Old Thornburians on their Examination results :— 
R. Perry, Ph.D., London. 
Marion Watts, B.A., Hons. London. 
W. Batten, B.A., Hons. Bristol. 
M. Curtis, B.Sc., Hons. Bristol. 
Stella Stephenson, B.A., Hons. Bristol. 
Mary Taylor, B.Sc., Bristol. 
County Major Scholarships. 1947. 
Anita Dicker, Barbara Neads, J. Nicholls, J. Pridham and P. Winstone. 
 
We also congratulate the following on Examination successes :— 
University of Bristol Higher School Certificate, 1947. 
Sybil Craik-Smith (English, French, History, Latin), Anita Dicker (Chemistry, Zoology, Botany), Eileen 
Goodfield (Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology), Barbara Neads (English, French, Latin), J. Nicholls 
(English, Geography, Mathematics), J. Pridham (Chemistry, Biology, Geography), P. Winstone (English, 
History, Geography). 
University of Bristol School Certificate, 1947. 
E. Addis, Audrey Bloomfield (m), Daphne Browning, Enid Burgess (m), D. Cole, E. Cooksley (m), Miriam 
Craik-Smith (m), Janet Cullimore (m), J. Cullimore (m), N. Daley (m), J. Hannaford, Mary Heal, L. 
Hummerstone, Frances Jackson, C. Jeffery, Hilda Mills, P. Nott, Audrey Parker, Anne Pritchard. Cynthia 
Reeves (m), Mollie Sage, R. Sheppard (m), Marian Thomas (m), Winifred Webb, J. Williams, C. Willis. 
Jill Woodward (m). 
University of Oxford School Certificate, 1947. 
Rosslyn Nicholas. 
Hilda Mills, P. Nott and J. Hannaford gained credits in English Language and Jennifer Rouch gained a 
credit in. Latin, thus complet- ing their matriculations. 
m — Matriculation. 

SPORTS 

Swimming, 1947 
With better weather this year, more pupils attended the swimming classes, where there was, as usual, a 
learners' class. A large number of other pupils swam various lengths to earn valuable points for their 
houses. Departing from the usual practice of holding them at Thornbury Swimming Pool, Mr. Morse made 
arrangements for the sports to be held at the Severn Beach Blue Lagoon.- There were well over 150 entries 
for the various events, and the larger swimming pool enabled spectators to see all the heats and finals 
clearly. Although the day of the sports was not as sunny as had been hoped, enthusiasm was not affected. 
The Rabley Shield was won by Howard with 1271 points, Stafford being second with 931 points, and Clare 
third with 53 points. 
 

Athletics, 1947-48 
Following the custom of recent years, the annual Athletic Sports were held at the end of the Summer Term, 
on July 23rd, 1947. A highly successful innovation this year was the use of the loud-speaker equipment, 
which kept spectators in closer touch with events, besides broadcasting music in the intervals. The weather 
was not the pleasantest we could have wished for, and towards the end of the afternoon fine rain forced us 
to abandon the senior girls' high jump. Apart from this, we completed the programme, but only two new 
records were established. Minor alterations were made in the spacing and height of hurdles to conform with 
the conditions obtaining in Gloucestershire Inter-School Meetings; this resulted in some improvement in 
style and more competitors mastered the correct striding. High jumping is still our main weakness and 
competitors will not persevere in their efforts to develop a modern style. They expect to master a new jump 
in a matter of weeks and, when they fail, they revert to the uneconomical scissors jump. The same lack of 



persistence is evident in their approach to the long jump. The House Athletics Shield and the Molton Cup 
for House Junior Athletics again passed to Howard House, and of the individual trophies, the Wilmot 
Challenge Cup was again won by D. Cole (Clare), while the Stephens Cup was won by Brenda Hall 
(Howard). 
 
The Gloucestershire Public and Secondary Schools Athletic Sports were held at Lydney on Saturday, May 
15th. Three seniors and four juniors competed in several of the events. The standard at these sports is quite 
high and our competitors' performances were not dis- appointing; our greatest handicap was the lack of 
training. C. Hathway completed the quarter-mile in under the standard time and was awarded a certificate; 
the remainder of the team was not so successful, although several boys got through their heats into the final. 
The day was very happily spent by all the team and next year we hope that the prospective entrants will 
commence training at an earlier date, so that we may be more successful. 
 

Hockey 1947-48 
The season began with no very high hopes, as so many new players were included in the side, but the first 
game showed that the team was capable of good co-operative play, which improved as the season 
progressed. Barbara Neads proved a very efficient captain and in her new position as centre half she was a 
valuable help to the defence. The forwards usually showed very good combination, but the half-back line 
frequently had to play on the defensive, leaving the forwards to do the weight of' the attack. Jennifer 
Rouch, an indefatigable centre, proved a most valuable shooting forward. 
 
In preliminary County frials held at Bristol, Mary Rouch, Jennifer Rouch and Ruth Shepherd were selected 
for the Final Trial, at which Ruth was chosen as reserve goalkeeper for the Gloucestershire Schools' Team. 
At the South Gloucestershire Schools' Tournament at Bristol, Thornbury held third place. 
 
We were very fortunate this year in having cancelled only the games with Stroud, the Bristol University 
2nd Xl., and the return game with Badminton School, 
 
The 2nd Xl., captained by Enid Burgess, had a full schedule of matches, but their forwards lacked drive and 
vigour of attack essential in good match play, so that many matches were lost, in which the score against 
them might quite easily have been less and the result might even have been reversed. 
 
Colours. Re-awarded for the 2nd time : Barbara Neads, Jennifer Rouch. Re-awarded for the 1st time : Mary 
Rouch. Awarded for the 1st time : Ruth Shepherd. 
 

RESULTS. 1st Xl. 
Date. Opponents Venue. Result Score 
Oct. 4. Redland High School ...................  H Won 7-0 
Oct. 11. Redmaids' School .................................. A Lost 8-4 
Oct. 18. Pates' Grammar School, Cheltenham ...  H Won 7-3 
Nov. 8. Colston Girls' School ........................  A Lost 5-2 
Nov. 15. Badminton ..............................................  H Won 8-1 
Nov. 24. Kingswood Grammar School ..............  H Won 7-0 
Dec. 6. Old Thornburians ............................  A Lost 3-0 
Jan. 17. Redland Ladies' Hoc key  C lub . . . . . .  H Lost 5-3 
Jan. 24. Kingswood Grammar School ............. A Draw 3-3 
Feb. 7. Redland High School ..........................  H Won 5-3 
Feb. 21. Colston Girls' School ........................  H Won 5-1 
Mar. 6. Redland Ladies' Hockey  C lub . . . . . .  A Won 13-1 
Mar. 13. Pates' Grammar School, Cheltenham.... A Won 11-4 
RESULTS. 2nd XI, 
Oct. 4. Redland High School . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .  

H Draw 1-1 

Oct. 11. Redmaids' School ................................. A Lost 4-2 
Oct. 18. Pates' Grammar School, Cheltenham ..  H Won 3-0 
Nov. 8. Colston Girls' School ......................  A Lost 1-0 
Nov. 15. Badminton School .................................. H Won 3-1 
Nov. 24. Kingswood Grammar School ............  H Lost 3-0 
Jan. 24, K ingswood Grammar School . . . . . . . . . .  A Lost 3-0 
Feb. 7. Redland High School .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .  H Lost 4-2 
Feb. 28. Colston Girls' School ........................... H Lost 3-2 
Mar. 13. Pates' Grammar School, Cheltenham ...  A Lost 3-0 

 
Rugby Football, 1948 

The season saw the School XV. playing other School sides for the first time, and proving their mettle. After 
a few practice matches the team had a home match against Marling School 'A' XV. and, although defeated, 
played a good game. They continued to learn more and more about the game, and only lack of experience 
prevented some near defeats from being turned into victories. The team did, however, score one decisive 
victory over the Fairfield Grammar School 'A' XV. The pack bad plenty of weight, but still lacked the 
ability to scrum properly, and their backing up was often slow. It is the combined efforts of all eight 
forwards at the same moment which will give the backs the ball. The three-quarters must pass the ball 
before being tackled : it is of no use to wait until tackled and then to pass and hope that some use may be 



made of a very poor pass. It is vital for every player to tackle low and go for the man with the ball without 
hesitating : as this side of the game improves more victories will be gained. Perhaps now that the third and 
fourth forms have started Rugby this inability to bring an opponent down will be gradually eliminated. 
 
Daley captained the side very well, and Harris proved a good leader of the pack; he should develop into a 
very useful wing for- ward. Towards the end of the season, England and Jeffery, once they had the ball, 
were difficult to stop. At the end of the term the School XV. played the Staff XV.. which was strengthened 
by the inclusion of Mr. Phillips and two Old Thornburians. The game ended in a Staff victory of 6-0, but 
this result will without doubt be reversed next season. The House Seven-a-Side competition also took 
place, and in the first round Howard beat Stafford in a rather poor game 8-3. The Clare-Stafford game was 
better, and Clare easily gained a 20-0 victory. In the final, between Howard and Clare, the play was much 
better, and Howard only managed to gain the victory in extra time, the final score being 24-16. 

RESULTS. 
Date. ...Opponents. Venue. Result Score 

Jan. 28. M ar l ing  Sc hoo l  'A '  XV.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H Lost 25-3 
Jan. 31. Fairfield Grammar School 'A' A Won 22-3 
Feb. 7. Queen Elizabeth's Hospital ...............  H Lost 20-4 
Feb. 18. Marling School 'A' XV. ......................  A Lost 5-3 
Feb. 28. St. Brendan's Colleg-t .......................... A Lost 5-3 
Mar. 6. Cathedral School .............................  A Lost 11-8 
Mar. 20. Cathedral School ...................................  H Lost 37 -3   

 
Association Football, 1947 

The School opened the Association Football season in a promis- ing manner by a victory of 3-1 over 
Chipping Sodbury. The match was a personal triumph for R. Vizarcl who, at centre forward, showed steady 
ball control and a strong unhurried shot on scoring a hat- trick. The side, under the captaincy of D. J. 
Hawkins, showed how tenacity and perseverance can make up for lack of more subtle qualities. 
 
This promising start was maintained for some time. R. Vizard seemed to have solved the centre forward 
problem and continued to do good work, although inexperience was a handicap against a good defence. A 
narrow defeat by the Baptist Training College was fol- lowed by the best match of the season, a victory of 
4-3 over a strong Bristol University 3rd Xl. 
 
However, the fortune of the side soon changed. The team lost matches against Kingswood, Wotton and 
Chipping Sodbury. The reason for this falling-off lay in weaknesses which became more apparent as the 
season advanced. We gained an outside right in D. J. Hawkins, when A. Hucker proved his worth in goal, 
but the real need of the eleven was a centre half. A. Perry, though he did his best, lacked the forcefulness of 
an attacking centre-half or the defensive qualities of the third back : he tried both without succeeding in 
either. 
 
Of the other players, D J. Hawkins deserves mention both for his efficient captaincy of the side and for 
filling the right-wing position, first in an emergency and later permanently, whilst A. Hucker played very 
creditably in Hawkins' former position. N. Daley was full of persistency and courage, and was invaluable as 
a full-back. J. Hannaford and H. Thomas were hard-working wing halves, each with the same fatal defect, 
slowness off the mark and in recovery. This, with the weakness at centre-half, was the root of the trouble. 
G. Haines, at outside left, possessed football skill but no thrust whatever ; his centres were not of much 
value. D. Hamilton had not the experience or the physique to be a satisfactory inside left, but if he heeds the 
advice given him he should do quite well. R. England and M. Lewis, in their respective positions, did more 
or less what was expected of them. 
 
The Junior side had a successful season, with a draw and two wins. Their last match, against Wotton, which 
they won, was especially noticeable for some sound combination. D. Hamilton, the captain of the Junior 
XI., was honoured with the captaincy of the Southern County School XI., and played a good game against 
the North at inside left. 
 

Date. 
RESULTS. SENIOR XI .  

Opponents. Venue. Result

Score 

Sep. 27 Chipping Sodbury G.S. A Won 3-1 
Oct. 11. Old Thornburians ...........................  H Lost 3-4 
Oct. 15. Baptist College ...............................  H Won 8-4 
Oct. 18. Bristol University III. ..........................  H Won 4-3 
Oct. 25. Kingswood Grammar School .. .. .. .. . .  H Lost 0-1 
Oct. 29. Redland Hill  House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H Won 2-0 
Nov. I. Dursley Grammar School . .. . .. .. .. .. . .  H Won 3-0 
Nov. 8. Wotton Grammar School . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A Lost 2-6 
Nov. 12. Baptist College ................................  H Lost 0-4 
Nov. 15. Kingswood. Grammar School ...........  A Lost 1-6 



Nov. 19. Redland Hill House .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .  H Draw 1-1 
Nov. 22. Chipping Sodbury G.S. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . ..  H Lost 3-5 
Nov. 29. Bible Churchmen's College .............  H Lost 3-7 

 RESULTS. JUNIOR X l.     
Sep. 27. Chipping Sodbury G.S. ..................  H Draw 1-1 
Nov. 15. Kingswood G.S. ............................  A Won 4-2 
Nov. 22. Chipping Sodbury G.S. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .  A Won 4-2 

 
 

Cross Country Running 
The House Cross Country Championships, held on Monday, March 22, 1948, were marked by far keener 
House competition than in recent years. Regular practice runs were held by the individual Houses. 
 
The Cross Country Shield was won by Clare House, largely on account of the good team work of their 
Senior competitors, with Howard second. 
The first ten competitors in each race were :- 

 
I. SENIORS. 

C. Hathway (H). 
I. JUNIORS. 

D. Green (C). 
2. M. Pierce (H). 2. A. Pritchard (S). 
3. L. Hummerstone (H). 3. R. Marshall (H). 
4. D. Hawkins (S). 4. D. Hawkins (H). 
5. R. England (C). 5. J. Howell (H). 
6. N. Daley (C). 6. W. Rudledge (H). 
7. J. Hannaford (C). 7. B Dyas (S). 
8. P.  Nott (C) . 8. S. Pratt (C). 
9. P. Clutterbuck (C). 9. G .  H i l lm a n  ( H ) .  

10. R. Vizard  (H) .  10. H .  T h o m a s  ( C ) .  

 House Points : CLAR
E 

STAFFORD HOWARD  

 Senior  0 8 

 Junior 0 10 5 

  - - - 

 Totals 15 (1st) 10 (3rd) 13 (2nd)  
 
 

Physical Training 
Physical Training Displays were presented as usual on Speech Day, June 16th, 1948, and the girls, this 
year, took a larger share. Under the' direction of Miss M. E. W. Jones, five groups of girls gave a most 
attractive demonstration of Modern Dancing, while another team of seven girls, who had put in much hard 
practice during out of school hours, staged a vaulting display on similar lines to that of the boys. 
 
In their December display, the boys showed proficiency in per- forming rhythmic exercises to music; this 
was again attempted in the open air on Speech Day, and the visitors appreciated the innovation. Bad 
weather in May and early June severely curtailed outdoor practice, and the boys' vaulting perhaps did not 
reach the high standard shown during practices in the Hall. We were pleased that C. Willis, who left the 
School in December, was able to take part in the latter part of the programme. 
 
Those taking part in the Displays were:— 
Girls' Vaulting : Mavis Heale (H), Brenda Hall (H), Jennifer Rouch (H), Jean Rudledge (C), Annette 
Gazzard (H), Rhona Ewins (H), and Patricia Sandifer (C). 
Boys' Vaulting : R Vizard (H), A. Hucker (C), W. Davies (S), P. Clutterbuck (C), K. Smythe (S), B. Bullen 
(H), D. Hamilton (H) R. Teague (C), R. Biggin (C), T. Williams (S), D. Hawkins (H), Rudledge (H). D. 
Cooper (S) and R. Wedge (H) attended a.1 the practices but were unable to take part in the Display. 

 
Tennis, 1948 

The team comprises colours players, Mary Rouch, Jennifer Rouch and Elizabeth Rugg; Miriam Craik 
Smith, who played last year in one game, and newcomers Joan Timbrell, Paddy Morrisey, and Barbara 
Kear. 
 
Mr. Johnson has very kindly continued to coach the team. We are extremely grateful for his help and 
encouragement. His work is reflected in the increasing use of the volley. Jennifer being particularly 
responsive in this respect. Mary is a very efficient captain, and she and Jennifer make a most successful 1st 
couple. To date they have won all of their sets except one against the Old Thornburians, 5-6. 
 
On the whole the team shows good form : the net play, volleying and control of the game improving as the 
season progresses. We should like to thank Kathleen Pullin and Sheila Nelmes for acting as umpires in the 
matches. 
 



RESULTS. 
Date. Opponents. Venue. Result Score 
May 8. Stroud .................................................  A Won 58-41 
May 29. Pates' Grammar School—cancelled.    June 5. Chipping Sodbury .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H Won 59-40 
June 12. Colston's Girls' School .......................  H Won 50--

June 19 Kingswood H Lost 44-45 

June 26 Wotton .................................................  H Won 72-27 

July 3rd Badminton  Lost 56-43 

July
 

10. 

Parents 
Old Thornburians ...........................     

July 21. Staff    
 

Cricket, 1948 
So far the weather has allowed us to complete the greater part of our fixture list. The season has been a 
reasonably successful one, but in some matches we might have done better. We know that even the best 
sides have fielding lapses - witness the English XL - but on too many occasions our XI. has been slipshod 
in the field, and this in spite of many comparatively experienced members in the team. Everyone at 
practice, and indeed in many cases during matches, showed himself able to hold a catch, but 'too many of 
the side allow themselves to be lulled into slumber, instead of reacting to each ball as if the match depended 
on it. In spite of this some smart catches have been taken. A. Hucker has shown himself the possessor of 
two large and safe hands, whilst D. J. Hawkins dismissed two of Chipping Sodbury's most troublesome 
batsmen by two magnificent catches, each off a Thomas full toss. 
 
Batting has been indifferent, with D. J. Hawkins and D. Hamilton standing out as a successful opening pair. 
Hamilton, especially, is to be congratulated on several good scores. In the match against Chipping Sodbury, 
the opening stand of seventy took all the sting out of a good Sodbury attack. As for the tail, its batting has 
been disappointing. All the side are potential run-getters, all have the appearance, in stance, and some 
shots, of being able to stay at the wicket, yet when the need arose, as in the match with the Bible 
Churchmen's College, the tail refused to wag. 
 
M. Lewis is undoubtedly this season's most successful bowler. His best figures were 5 for 7 against St. 
Brendan's. R. England has backed him up ably from the other end. 
 
This year we are losing Hawkins, our captain for two seasons, and we shall miss his able leadership. 
The junior Xl. has lost both the matches played so far this term. In the Wotton match, at least, poor fielding 
was responsible, whilst against St. Brendan's a fast bowler from sunny Naples was too good for our side. 
 

Date. 
April 24. 

May 8. 

May
 1

5. 

May
 2

2. 

June 5. 

June 8. 

June

RESULTS. SENIOR Xl.  
Opponents and Scores. 

Thornbury C.C.  2nd XI.  
196 for 7 wkts.---9I 
St. Brendan's College: 
29 for 9 wkts.-94 for 8 wkts. Wyc l i f f e  
Co l l ege  2nd X I .  
99-157 for 9 wkts. Cotham 
Grammar School 
204 for 7 wkts.-74 Chipping 
Sodbury G.S. 
80-163 for 6 wkts.  
Redland Hill House 
33 for 6 wkts-69 Bible 
Churchmen's College: 
110-55 
K ingswood G.S.  

Result. Venue 

Lost H 

Drawn H 

Won H 

Lost H 

Won H 

Drawn H 

Lost H 

  103 for 6 wkts.--68 for 4 wkts. Drawn H 
June 26. Wotton Grammar School   
 35-90 Won H 
July 3. Dursley Grammar School   
  55-54 Lost A 
July 10 Parents :  H 
July 17 Old Thornburians :  14 
July 26

. 
Staff :  H 

  RESULTS. JUNIOR XI .    
May 8. St. Brendan's C o l l eg e   
  137 for 7 wkts.-60 Lost H 
June 10 Wotton Grammar School   
  138-98 Lost H 
July 3. Dursley Grammar School:   
  44-102 for 9 dec .  Won A 
July 24 St. George's Grammar School:   
    A 

 
 



House Notes 
 
CLARE 
Captains : Kathleen Pullin and N. Daley. 
At last Clare has shaken off the malignant fate which seems to have frustrated all hopes of advancement in 
the past, and has been very successful this year in both academic and athletic activities. We now have fivn 
shields adorning the wall above our notice boards and hope that next year there will be even more: we feel 
confident that if all members keep up the efforts which have gained us this success. 
such an object will not be difficult to attain. Clare has now won the Academic Shield for the third year in 
succession, besides the Music Shield, the Cross Country Shield, and the Physical Training Shield. We have 
great hopes of retaining the Davies Cricket Bat for another year, and also of winning the Tennis Trophy. 
Swimming still seems to be a very weak point, and talent in the Junior Section must be sought for and 
encouraged. The Games Shield would appear to be beyond our reach this year, but next; year should see a, 
marked improvement in our prospects. We heartily thank all Clare House members for their great efforts 
this year, and feel certain that they will achieve even greater things next year ! 
 
STAFFORD 
Captains : Barbara Neads and P. Winstone. 
We have gained the Junior Hockey Cup during the past year, but the number of shields over Stafford's 
notice-boards has dwindled, and at the time of writing has completely vanished. For those of us who have 
seen the various vicissitudes of fortune in the House during nearly a decade, this is, to say the least, 
disappointing. There is no need, however, to be entirely downhearted, for Stafford this year has had the 
honour of leadership of the school over a wide and varied field of interests. The House Captains and Vice-
Captains are respectively those of the School. We have also had the School Foot- ball, Hockey, Tennis, 
Cricket and Swimming Captains in the House. Four out of the five County Major Scholarships were won 
by mem- bers of Stafford, and both P. Winstone and J. Nicholls, boy Captain and Vice-Captain of the 
House and the School, have gained entrance against stiff opposition to Oxford University. 
 
We are also proud of the achievement of Mr. Cudmore, our new House-master, who gained his M.A. of 
Bristol University with a thesis on the Geography of Devon, and we heartily congratulate him. 
Yet we must stress the fact that this year has proved conclusively that the responsibility of gaining shields 
lies, not on the efforts of those at the head of the House alone, but on the rank and file," the body of the 
House, and it is only by their enthusiasm and activity that we shall once again, puzzle over the arrangement 
of many Shields above the House notice-boards. 
 
HOWARD 
Captains : Jennifer Rouch and L. Hummerstone. 
The large number of shields which we can display as a result of our successes this year, proves that Howard 
is still holding the position of Champion House. The enthusiasm which is showing among our juniors, is 
unfortunately lacking in the Senior members of the House, but it is pleasing to see that Howard will not be 
with- out competent leaders of the future. Much of the success of the House in years to come depends upon 
the promise shown now by the Juniors in their activities. 
 
We congratulate Clare on taking the Music Shield from us and also cleverly, though narrowly, the Cross 
Country Shield ; we cannot help but feel some pride, however, in taking the first three places in the Senior 
Run. The House easily retained the Hockey Shield, and wrested the Football Shield from Stafford, but the 
most pleasant surprise of the year was our winning of the Rugby Shield; this was the first presentation.  
We also have high hopes of retaining the Athletic Shield for our tenth consecutive year, and the Games and 
Swimming Shields, which are now open to competition. 
 
We have been initially weakened by Seniors leaving, and for this reason we must train our younger 
members to fill the gap and carry on our traditions successfully. 



School Captains 

F. Winstone 
Barbara Neads 
 
Prefects 
J. Nichol ls  
D Hawkins  
H .  Thomas   
R. England  
Elizabeth Rugg 
Mollie Sage 
Audrey Bloomfield 

VI. 
C. Will is  
Jill Woodward 
Hilda Mills 
Frances Jackson 

Commercial. 
Miriam Elliott 

Valete, 1947-1948. 
Daphne Browning 
Janet Cullimore 
Joan Hitchings 
Daisy Iles 
Mary Totterdell 
D. Cole 
D. Britton 
D. Frankcom 
A.  Perry 
C. Sims 
G. Parfitt 

Upper VA. 
Rosslyn Nicholas  
Mavis Heale 
Margaret Bishop 

Upper VB. 
Barbara Eacott 
Brenda Hall 

Pearl Fuller C 
Hathway 

G. England 
I .  Har r is  
J .  Mc Whir ter  

 

VA. 
Janet Davis  
P. Garnham  
A. Foster 

VB. 
P. Leadbeater 

 

1VB. 
J. Gee 
I. Gazzard  
M. McGurk 

 

 
Old Thornburian Society 

This year has been a most successful one for the Old Thornburian Society. On the whole our activities have 
been well supported: where we have lacked numbers we have made up with enthusiasm. The present 
committee is an energetic one, which has been following up the ideas started by last year's members. Chief 
amongst these is the drawing up of a proper constitution for the Society and the distribution of Membership 
Cards. These should be printed by the end of the year. 
 
Most of you will have already received a notification of the Old Thornburian Society Memorial Fund, 
which has been started to honour those Old Boys who lost their lives in the 1939-45 war. Donations may be 
sent to Mr. Rabley.  In addition to a Roll of Honour, it is hoped to use this fund to lay out a Garden of 
Remembrance in the Gully. 
 
At present our activities consist of Hockey, Tennis, and Badminton Clubs with occasional Whist Drives 
and Dances, but the Committee is willing to start other activities if members so desire. Suggestions put 
forward have been the formation of a Music Circle a Drama Club or a Folk Dancing Class, but so far there 
has not been sufficient support to carry out these suggestions. The Tennis Club has been the most popular 
of our activities. By kind permission of the Head Master, we have been permitted to use the two hard tennis 
courts every Wednesday evening in the summer months. This has always been most enjoyable. Matches 
have been arranged, and thanks to the high standard of the team players we have won the majority of the 
games played, though the one against the Staff was lost. The Girls' Hockey Club made a very good 
beginning last year, and we hope that the coming season will be even more successful. We have again 
secured "The Ship Ground as our pitch (thanks to the Thornbury Cricket Club) and a full fixture list has 
already been arranged. New members are always welcome, and we would encourage all hockey players to 
get in touch with the secretary. During last winter the School Hall echoed to the ping of shuttle cocks and 
plenty of laughter on Wednesday evenings. For many this was their first attempt at Badminton, but even so 
all who came along enjoyed this game. For those who did not play Badminton there was always table 
tennis. Unfortunately we were beaten by the Staff in our first Badminton match, but it was an enjoyable 
evening for players and onlookers alike. We shall certainly be challenging them again next season! 

 
In spite of there being no transport other than bicycle or "Shank's Pony," our Whist Drive and Dance in 
April was quite a success. Only about a hundred people attended, but it was an evening which all those 
present enjoyed. At least the dancers could not complain of overcrowding ! 
 

OFFICERS FOR 1948 
President: The Headmaster. 
Vice-Presidents : Mrs. Lanham, Mrs. Luce, Miss Dicker, Messrs. C.Ross, S. H. Gayner, J. H. Burchell, R. 
J. Thurston E. J. May, R. W. Jackson, L. J. Hawkins, J. Sagar and the Staff. 
Chairman: Mr. F. Styles. 
Vice-Chairman: Miss A. Carter. 
Secretary: Miss R. Curtis. 
Treasurer: Mr. G. Excel!. 
Committee: Miss J. Gough. Miss P. Sainsbury, Messrs. L. Hawkins, J. Rugg, D. Pearce and W. G. Rabley. 

•



SPORTS OFFICERS 
Tennis : Mr. F. Styles. 
Badminton : Mr. J. Rugg. Hockey : Miss A. Harraway. 
 

NEWS OF OLD THORNBURIANS 
The Society has been most unfortunate in losing a very keen and energetic Secretary now that Pamela 
Mumford has moved to Coleford with her firm. No doubt we shall still be seeing plenty of her as she 
dashes home at week-ends. Weddings are always news, especially when they concern Old Thornburians 
like Kathleen Davies and Frank Niblett, who were married on Easter Saturday, and Lilian Taylor and Roy 
Eliot. Peggy Hutchins was married in May, Isobel Burns (nee Jones) is new Mrs. Mardon, June Bradfield, 
Norma Lead- beater and Mildred Mersh have also recently married; Norma has gone to South Africa. 
Harold Tymms, Ken Beszant, John Mid- winter and Jim Hayward have all become husbands during the last 
twelve months. Rita Curtis has just become engaged; Mary Turner has a second son, and her sister Lilian 
and also her brother Jim have married. Ted Styles was a keen member of the Badminton Club in January 
before he left England to take a job in South Africa for a couple of years. Another Old Thornburian playing 
tennis this season is Barbara Cook (nee Sainsbury) who is spending three months vacation here from 
America. With her is Patsy, her ten months old daughter. 
 
Malcolm Reed, Jack Panes, Douglas Roddick, Anthony Diment, Ivor Keitch, Cyril Hendy and Ronald 
Hicks are all recent "demobs." 'The last named is just home after spending a year in Ceylon, and a year in 
the Sind Desert; he was' fortunate in meeting Cyril Coward whilst on his travels. Roddick and Diment have 
obtained "interim" employment in the Grass Drying Plant, Douglas quickly becoming foreman ! D. 
Hitchins is a surveyor on the East African Groundnut Scheme. We offer congratulations to Bernice Harper 
and Mary Hughes on passing their final examinations as State Registered Nurses. Also our best wishes go 
to Harry Gould. who is now studying for his B.Sc. (Commerce) degree at Bristol University, and to all who 
are going to Universities next year—John Lanham (Aberystwyth), J. Panes (Bristol), R. Watts (R.A.E.C.), 
who will be out in time to go to Exeter University College in the Autumn. Marion Watts then starts at 
Sidcot School; W. N. Batten also has obtained a post at Colchester. Mary Taylor has been doing teaching 
practice at the School during the past year. 

 


